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ABSTRACT

The present paper “The Theme of Agonized Childhinothe God of Small Things and The White Tiger'lslea
with the analytical study of the present topic. &léris attempted to discover how they have dedh the traditional
subject with inventive style; how their method gaying things cause a stir in the minds. In thisin&, the detail study
uncovers that the genuine idea behind their wriiin¢p strip and assault the roots of ordeals. Engphasis has been on
how they have displayed in the topic of the losgonfth, which chocked and rotted the buoyant gealiof childhood.
Both the writers have created a new dimension nbt escaping from the mire of stale themes, bulveng new artistic
styles, which have definitely strengthened theaimahriting in English.
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INTRODUCTION
Theme: an overview

The germination of the plot lies in the theme. Arturrence or delineation builds up a motif; a seoé motif
build up a theme; arrangement of themes makestath®life and soul of a novel, which is the messential of the six
developmental components of a novel. Accordinghg theme is the blend of the episodes of the sibiig; the focal
thoughts regarding particular human conduct atvergitime. It is a thought frequently proposed htiotigh the text.
Hence, it is implied rather than stated outrighttby author. The theme, being abstract, is maderetnto the readers
through artistic embellishing devices, for examplaages, metaphors, metonymies, symbols etc byaiimit of the

actions. Consequently, it is used deliberatelyhayauthor to convey his/her ideas.

Plot is the order of actions in a story while therhe is the core of the story. A plot can be psadtiphysically by
setting energy and clashes in the story that cteidghten one’'s emotions. A theme deals with thectfma of one's
psychological and enthusiastic capacity through mhmeral and message of the story. Literary patteshgheme,
like the artistic-delineating patternsontrol emphasis and deploy a reader’s attenti¢fiurner, Stylistics237) Thus
grasping the theme the reader enters the mazesvafea's mind which is the principal desideriunt fnderstanding a
novel becausehe work of fiction is as much the creation of tteader as of the writet (Mandell, Fiction:
Reading, Reacting, Writing 294)
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Further, what is the theme and how it functionkt@rary patterns is attempted to make all the nobear with the

accompanying statements;

In Form and Meaning in FictionN. Friedman writesTheme in one of those crucial but shifting terms in

contemporary criticism which for the old-fashior&itics means message or moral, while for the neticdt means total
meaning and form. It can also refer variously te thasic problems, issues or questions embodidtkimork® (Friedman,

Form and Meaning in FictioB6)

Theme is to plot as meaning is to form; theme iatwhich plot constitutes a temporal projection tifeme is
what is made of a topic; theme is a main idea itext, a central thread, a minimum generalizationerne is highly
abstract semantic category subsuming a set of snotif minimal and concrete thematic units, theme ifame, a
macrostructure, a reality model, a system orgamjzmnowledge about some phenomenon in the worlanehie what a
text or a part thereof is about, theme is genehmught, unifying and summarizing a series of sar@entheme is a
proposition entailed by a discourse sequenck theme involves only general and abstract entitigsas, thoughts,
beliefs and so on.A motif is not a theme, but a possible illustrat@frone or put it differently and more preciselynatif
is a number of the set of objects characterizinghame extensionally; relative to a given semantimain?
(Gerald.Narrative as Them#-3)

Theme is the central or dominating idea in a litgravork, often an abstract concept which is madeccete
through characters and action... details are impottaecause they take us closer to the deeper urnidgrly
meaning of the story — what we call its thehiRoy. Studying Fiction: A Guide and Study Program®ig)

Regardless of whether it may be called an embaeiiéstt, or a monitor, or germination, it brings tdgatthe

entire idea of the artistic work. It is a key t@pboth for encoding and decoding to writer andiezaespectively.

The God of Small Thingand The White Tigeenvelop several themes. Roy, in an interview, dxgsessed, she
didn't think she offered one thing. If there's trmuthere's likewise blis¥.ou see tragedy in comedy and you see happiness
in sorrow, you see everything in everything and ibapart of the process of living. So, in my bottiere is horrible
sorrow but there is also the most delicate happifi€Sokol “Like Sculpting Smoke Arundhati Roy on Fariériting and
India”) But happiness is the occasional episode in a gémeama of pain’ (Kramer, edThomas Hardy The Mayor of
Casterbridge327) Science, a social novel, resembles tragedygisentially an imitation not of persons but of @ctand
life, of happiness and misety(Bywater, Aristotle: On the Art of Poetry37)The God of Small Thingss a
family-made-misery saga whil€he White Tigelis a corruption-made-misery saga. The God of Small Thingthere
appears to be no obstruction or speed breakereirsiiooth current of disasters and tragedies exagied Ammu and
company by different frameworks — family, socieggvernment, and administration. Tine White Tigethe incidents and
agonies take their breaks in halfway in the lifeBdlram. Be that as it may, the said tragedies aakrsities are
exchanged not with the assistance of any transfapéthet, but rather by the powerglassandfire. With glass Balram
murders Mr. Ashok the master; with fire Balram'sirenfamily is burnt alive by Mr. Ashok's family iexact retribution.
Being preeminent sinner Mr. Ashok has sinned gmately while Balram's relatives have sinned agfainnocence and
Balram the Anti hero thrives. [fhe White Tigecorruption occurs to be the frequent recurrentifnaotd thus it turns into

the main theme of the novel.
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Vital to the books is a vision of the continuitytiveen knowing the world through experience andgsfiei and
breaking the socio-administrative-bureaucratic iextlhrough satirical-armed skills. The very nexusesused
power-corruption which sustains and make the waovltht it is. Furthermore, subalternized charactershe books,
particularly youngsters, divorced ladies, and uddgs challenge taboos and bloodlines of kinshipcaste to censure the

workings that suspend the jolly quality and per$satisfaction of life in general.

A close perusing of books uncovers numerous divessges that are raised, like the position of g lada
patriarchal society, child abuse, treatment ofgdej environmental problems, and stratificatiosarfiety on the bases of
caste and class. Thus, these can likewise be viegegrotest novels that are radical, subversive tabhdo-breaking.
Furthermore, the novel shows an effective presemtadbf all power structures like religion, educatiosociety,
organization, bureaucracy, politics and other lagiee frameworks that abuse the personae non gratading
youngsters, ladies, and the underdogs. They sufjggtstace, proletariat, peasantry, caste and detr# have sounded
sturdier in our so-called postcolonial world. Bntthe meantime, they additionally celebrate andllthe idea of th&mall
Thingsor marginalized that add importance and eupharilifé. All these themes are aesthetically madefitt woven

together all through the texts to give shape tnéied whole.
THE THEME OF THE BEGUILED CHILDHOOD

The theme of agonized childhood occurs much oftitihe in both the books. The word childhood, itkated
motifs and events happen over and over to refleetagonized childhood as the fundamental thembeobooks. In fact,
Roy presents the childhood of numerous charaatetfsei novel; however, the fundamental spotlighirishe twins, Estha

and Rabhel. Similarly, iThe White Tigeit is on Balram.
Childhood tiptoed out.
Silence slid in like a bof(Roy, the God of Small Thing320).

While other children of their age learned othemtls, Estha and Rahel learned how history negotideterms
and collects its dues from those who break its Iakgy heard it's sickening thud. They smelledrtgll and never forgot
it. History’s smell... They would grow up grappling with ways of livingttwivhat happened. They would try to tell
themselves that in terms of geological time it vaasinsignificant event. Just a blink of the Earttoian’s eye
(Roy, The God of Small Thingkr)

Strategically, this theme is figured by Roy allahgh the novelThe God of Small Thingsend in additionThe
White Tigerpresents psychological and mental torturing soérgouth. Both the novelists demonstrate what iplies
being a youngster, particularly one who origindtes a broken/dysfunctional family. Here kids expace the ill effects
of the absence of parental love and affection, dxeydeserted and dismissed by merciless aduldsthasir awful youth

encounters stunt their passionate improvement assaahd lead to abnormal and deviant behaviors.
The twins are destined to meet fathers as well@ben's outrage since the very beginning of thenmgaip stage.

They remembered being pushed around a room orm®, Ammu to Baba to Ammu to Baba like billiard balls

Ammu pushing Estha away. Here, you keep one of thean't look after them bott{Roy, the God of Small Thing&b)
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For practical purposesthey are livingin a hopelessly practical worldrhey are divorced from parental affection
asMammachi said that what her grandchildren suffefien was far worse than Inbreeding. She meant lgaperents
who were divorced. As though these were the ordjceh available to people: Inbreeding or Divor¢Roy, the God of
Small Thing$3)

Their distresses will never be sufficiently pitifoécause Ammu is there to comfort. Their delighils vever be
sufficiently glad on the grounds that their Bald#&it Ammu-cum-Baba and their Velutha who could BeBaba were
shatched away either by separation or death oglstatiNot old. Not young. Byin) a viable die-able aggRoy,the God
of Small Thing®3) Their dreams will never be sufficiently hugetba grounds that there is nobody to help andTteir
lives will never be sufficiently important sinceethare made wretched by framework. As it is ¥edtbelong nowhere. We

sail unanchored on troubled seas. We may nevetlbeed ashore(Roy,the God of Small Thing6)

All through their stay at Ayemenem, they and atsgitmom Ammu were made to feel that they hadlmzust
Stand |.” Baby Kochamma viewed them as nothing superiordiooimed, fatherless waiffRoy, The God of Small Things
44) She felt thatworse still, they were Half-Hindu. Hybrids whom seif respecting Syrian Christian would ever marry.
(Roy, The God of Small Thingts) Chacko consideretiat Ammu and Estha and Rahel were millstones atdus neck
(Roy, The God of Small Things7) and felt they were not his responsibility. Afl them including “vinegar-hearted”
Kochu Maria, their cook, lost no opportunity in stently reminding therthat they lived on sufferance in the Ayemenem
House, their maternal grandmother’'s house, whery tteally had no right to bgRoy, The God of Small Thing39)
Stigmatized and subjected to a series of tauntfaimly members, the occasional episode of happioessrs in their
lives’ general drama of traumatic taunts only whiggy are with Velutha, the low-caste paravan. Wiag are likea pair
of small bewildered frogs engrossed in each othesimpany, lolloping arm in arm down a highway fflhurtling traffic.
Entirely oblivious of what trucks can do to fro§Roy, The God of Small Thingk3).

What happened to Estha behind the Refreshmentst€oimthe Abhilash Talkies is a heinous sexuaisab

“Now if you'll kindly hold this for me,” the Orangkink Lemondrink Man said, handing Estha his péhisugh
his soft white muslin dhoti, “I'll get you your ak. Orange? Lemon?’..The Orangedrink Lemondrink Man’s hand
closed over Estha’s. His thumbnail was long likev@aman’s. He moved Estha’s hand up and down. Fliestlg. Then
fastly. (Roy, The God of Small Thing®4) Frightened Estha returned into the hall aadup and watched. His stomach
heaved. He had a greenwavy, thick-watery, lumpweedy, floaty bottomless-bottomful feeliioy, The God of Small
Things101) After sometime, his state is as'Feeling vomity.” Ammu saw her son’s bright fevettmn eyes. “Estha’s
sick,” Ammu said. “Come on!{Roy, The God of Small Thind®?2) And the family compels to leave home in-betwiwe
movie show. Butthese are only the small thingsThe novel gradually discloses that throughoutftivenative years of

their lives, they have been subjected to psycholdgrauma that leaves deep unhealable scarsimithess.

The awful mishaps that took in grasp the twins ¢éeperpetual scars on their mind and which are dlece of
proceeding with fear in their life. These events @grtainly destructive, and leave their engragndhe lives of the twins.
Indeed, even Baby Kochamma, the grandma, who anbylarge, considered in each Indian family theéupg&of maternal
affection, deceits them through tricky procedurd amotional blackmail that have coerced the twirie testifying the
dying Velutha, their darling companion who could dsetheir Baba, as their abductor and responsibl&dphie Mol's

death. The defenselessness and honesty of youngstemisused by the grown-ups.
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The Kottayam Police had acted on the basis ofsz fall.R. with the allegation of rape, kidnappingl &lah-blah
filed by Baby Kochamma. But after the encounter aathal statement of the twins, it was exposed thatbeaten to
dismember victim Velutha was innocent which le gholice saddled with theeath in Custody of a technically innocent
man Inspector threats Baby Kochamma ttitte matter is very simple. Either the rape-victinust file a complaint. Or
the children must identify the Paravan as their adidr in the presence of a police witness. “Or Isnaharge you with
lodging a false F.I.R. Criminal offense(Roy, The God of Small Thing302). Here the balloon of false arrogance
punctured in no time. It seemed tleatrtoon platoofs arrogance breakfasted with plenty, dined withrgrty and supped
with infamy.

And cunning-deceitful Baby Kochamma emotionally did@ails and terrifies the twins; who were already
shocked and shaken due to previous night Veluih@isman beating scene in which Estha and Rahel wpke the shout
of sleep, surprised by shattered kneec@psy heard the thud of wood on flesh. Boot on bOmeteeth. The muffled grunt
when a stomach is kicked in. The muted crunchefkull on cement. The gurgle of blood on a maréath when his
lung is torn by the jagged end of a broken (fitoy, The God of Small Thing308). On withessing such horrible brutality
being inflicted on a man to whom they love dearty ¢he events that followed left a hurt on theirder sensitive mind

which even time could not heal. They were pawrthénpower game.

“So now you’ll have to go to jail,” Baby Kochammaia kindly. “And your mother will go to jail becag®f you.
Would you like that?".. If you want to save her, all you have to do isdoagth the Uncle with the big meeshas.
He’'ll ask you a question. One question. All youéhtovdo is to say ‘Yes.” Then we can all go hoit®sb easy.
It's a small price to pay.{Roy, The God of Small Thing2)

Is it reallya small price to pay Definitely, it is not a small one. Later on ibpged the biggest and worst price that
could be. The reply “yes” marréldvo lives. Two children’s childhood&nd reflecteda history lesson for future offenders.
(Roy, The God of Small Thing&20)

The misguided, blackmailed, frightened and temiftavins had been given a selection. They hadn’emgiany
time for second thought so they looked up and $a&/e Ammu. Save us. Save our moth@Rdy, The God of Small
Things304) But worst of all, he carried inside him the memofy young man with an old man’s mouth. The merobay
swollen face and a smashed, upside-down smile. $pfeading pool of clear liquid with a bare bullflested in it. Of a
bloodshot eye that had opened, wandered and tRed fis gaze on him. Estha. And what had Esthableshad looked
into that beloved face and said: Y&Roy, The God of Small Thin@®).

Estha’s"yes” led to dire consequenceéRoy, The God of Small Thind®99) Sealed the secrefRoy, The God of
Small Thingsl94) TwinsPrepare to prepare to be prepar@doy, The God of Small Thing94) for their doom. All was
lost permanently;

Veluthaleft behind a Hole in the Universe through whichrkoheess poured like liquid tar. Through which their
mother followed without even turning to wave gogd:bShe left them behind, spinning in the darkh wib
moorings, in a place with no foundatidiRoy, The God of Small Thind91)
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In the years to come they would replay this sceriheéir heads. As children. As teenagers. As addlésl they
been deceived into doing what they did? Had they liecked into condemnatiorfRoy, the God of Small Thing¥04)

Consequently, this disastrous and distressing esitices Estha foreve®nce the quietness arrived, it stayed
and spread in Estha.... It sent its stealthy, suckéeatacles inching along the insides of his skudipvering the knolls
and dells of his memory...; Slowly, over the ye&stha withdrew from the world. He grew accustorteethe uneasy

octopus that lived inside him and squirted its itdanquilizer on his pas{Roy, The God of Small Thind<).

The discovery of Ammu-Velutha affairs coincidestwihe drowning death of Sophie Mol for which thénsvare
held responsible. Chacko becomes violent and witbroe handle in his hand, cries at Ammu to leaeehibme,'Pack
your things and gé (Roy, The God of Small Thing®2) Even Kochu Maria, the vinegar-hearted, shamgered, midget
cookordersto EsthaTell your mother to take you to your father’s heughere you can break as many beds as you like.
These aren’t your beds. This isn’'t your hougg&dy, The God of Small Thing&) And poor Ammu with hetrying-not-
to-cry mouth(Roy, The God of Small Thindd00) forced to send Estha back to his father (“Retd”). This tragedy parts
the twins and years later Estha is sent back byatiiger to Ayemenem, “Re-returned”. Returned anerd®erned like a
library book. Ammu, their mother dies a lonely anierable death and the sight of her dead bodypedn dirty bed
sheet inflicts the last hurt on Rahel. The twinesurom a series of bad lucks; the loss of thHather, the loss of mutual
kinship between brother and sister through enforegghration, the loss of their cousin Sophie Ma ¢ unnatural
drowning death, the loss of Velutha due to intendedsacre, the loss of Ammih€ir Ammu and their Baba and she had
loved them DoubléRoy, The God of Small Thing®822)) due to enforced systematic assassinate. Thdeubtedly,
whoever loved them could love them only for a bridiile. Theirtragic hood of victimhoods not end stopped. (Royhe
God of Small Thing$84)

In their life Worse Things had happened. Those Worse Thing$&ppening. But they would find no comfort in
the thought(Roy, the God of Small Thingé7) They are stumbling through their whole lifejrsing someone
else’s sorrow. Grieving someone else’s grief. ...“¥@uot the Sinners. You're the Sinned Against. Meue
only children. You had no control. You are theimist not the perpetrators.(Roy, The God of Small Things
191).

In The White TigeMunna whose mother passed away with a hope thagdmeshould study at school, whom the
teacher gave the right name Balram, who was hiefa dream, whose father died with a longing tre¢ son of mine—at
least one—should live like a mAnwhom the school inspector gave a new name the Wiijier presenting him a gift — a
book and assuring him a government scholarshipeadeducation on finding that he was intelligent, honest, vivacious
fellow in this crowd of thugs and idiof8diga, The White TigeB5) is fated to pawn his life thanks to bonded thbhere
is no way to escape duedaoe infallible law of life in the Darkness that gboews becomes bad news—and s@bdiga,
The White TigeB6)

Being from girl's family, Balram’s family is to kecrewed very hard for dowry. The large mortgagenfi®tork
for giving a good dowry for cousin-sister Reena'sdding bounded him to leave school and do bondear lor Stork

with his whole family as Balram laments;
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The family had taken a big loan from the Storklsytcould have a lavish wedding and a lavish ddarymy
cousin-sister. Now the Stork had called in his lode wanted all the members of the family workrghim and he had
seen me in school, or his collector had. So theg tmhand me over toqAdiga, the White Tiger36) So Kishan

approaches to school to fetch Balram.

Kishan was standing in the doorway of the classrodmgestured with his fingers. "What is it, KisRafre we
going somewhere?" Still, he said nothing. "Shoulitihg my book along? And my chalk?" "Why not?"shél.
And then, with his hand on my head, he led me oltvas taken to the tea shop. Kishan folded hisdkaand
bowed to the shopkeeper. | bowed to the shopkeéepdAdiga, the White TigeB6)

Thus, the White TigerThe rarest of animals—the creature that comes almmlyg once in a generatiomecomes
"The coal breaker!'fated toWorking in a tea shop. Smashing coals. Wiping &lifdiga, the White Tige28) Otherwise,

they (the Stork and his men) will get much eagidrreaking Balram’s skull like coal.

How can a boy who gefainted on seeing a lizayar turns into a gir] or whose bloodreezegAdiga, The White
Tiger 28) murder his master? Definitely, there must hasen highly provoking and compelling causes. Agdalstates,
| gave myself a better education at the tea shop kuld have got at any schoghdiga, The White TigeB8) Maybe
this type of education has the germs of the actibasfollow. Many of my best ideas are, in fact, borrowed fropnax-
employer or his brother or someone else whom Idvasng about. (I confess, Mr. Premier: | am not arginal thinker—
but | am an original listener.jAdiga, the White Tige#7) During his work at the tea shomlid my job with near total
dishonesty, lack of dedication, and insincerity—asal the tea shop was a profoundly enriching expege
(Adiga, the White Tigeb1) Miners came to eat at my tea shop—I always gavwa the best service, because they had the
best tales to tell(Adiga, the White Tigeb3) And it was at the tea shop in this city built bylcavhile wiping a table and
lingering to overhear a conversation that my lifenged(Adiga, the White Tigeb3)

Being shocked by the brutal suppressing long osdembhted to the marginalized children, and having
energetically energized by the excruciatingly oberadance infringement of their rights, both thehats wryly raised
their voices against the long damaging disfigumnmgtilating moral less mangles to make compreheadlidgal unending

tribulation against them.
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